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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wombwell 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Beport  on  the 
Sanitary  Condition  of  your  district  during  1898.  In  doing  so 
I  have  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  desire  and  practical  effort  of 
the  Council  to  raise  the  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  district;  and 
especially  do  I  thank  the  Sanitary  Committee,  who  in  the 
frequent  meetings  we  have  held,  have  shown  both  anxiety  and 
willingness  to  aid  me  in  my  efforts  to  procure  alterations  necess¬ 
ary,  and  more  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Sanitary 
Science.  You  have  considered  many  questions  which  I  think 
will  produce  far-reaching  results,  and  I  may  summarize  them 
thus  : 

1.  — Slaughterhouses  have  been  dealt  with. 

2.  — The  Bye-laws  have  been  completely  altered  as  I  recommend¬ 

ed,  and  have  received  the  Sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

3. — The  Scavenging  question  was  thoroughly  entered  into. 

4.  —  New  Streets  have  been  completed,  and  can  favorably 

compare  with  any  district  similar  to  ours. 

5.  — I  think  we  may  say  we  are  now  entering  on  the  final  stages 

of  the  Sewage  System,  altho’  I  regret  that  there  is  much 
yet  to  be  done. 

6.  — Although  we  are  only  partners  in  the  Small-pox  Hospital, 

we  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  its  foundation  stone 
having  been  laid.  Although  we  have  had  no  small-pox  for 
some  years,  I  in  common  with  other  Medical  Officers  fear 
that  an  Hospital  will  be  much  needed  in  the  near  future. 


SUnnARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  1891  Census .  10,942 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1898  ...  ...  13,200 

Total  Deaths  registered  (Including  those  dying  out  of  district)  ...  210 

Corrected  death-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  15*9 

Total  Births  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  556 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  42T 

Zymotic  Death-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  3’83 

Notifications  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Notification  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  6 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  172 


The  year  has  been  signalized  by  no  special  outbreak  of  disease, 
or  any  calling  for  special  report.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
have  been  very  evident,  and  the  latter  exacted  a  heavy  death 
toll  amongst  children,  such  as  I  have  not  known  for  years.  This 
disease  therefore  has  somewhat  increased  the  Zymotic  death-rate, 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  lower  than  last  year.  You 
will  perceive  the  death-rate  is  much  lov*er  than  last  year,  whilst 
the  birth-rate  is  somewhat  higher.  Lower  rates  are  also  to  be 
found  in  Table  V.  under  the  headings  “Phthisis”  and  “Respiratory”, 
but 

INFANTILE  HORTALITY 

has  increased.  The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  old  are  equal 
to  172  for  every  1,000  births.  In  plain  wTords,  death  here  levies 
his  toll  with  the  greatest  severity,  as  out  of  210  deaths  at  all 
ages,  nearly  half,  or  96  were  under  one  year  old.  Generally 
speaking  this  does  not  indicate  the  state  of  the  Sanitary  Condition 
of  the  district,  and  I  append  a  table  with  the  various  causes,  from 
which  you  will  observe  that  29  children  “lived  but  to  die”. 

Table  i. 


Cause  of  Death. 

No. 

Premature  Birth 

16 

Debility  from  Birth  ... 

11 

Incomplete  Development 

2 

Meningitis 

7 

Diarrhoea 

19 

Convulsions  and  Teething 

4 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

1 

Convulsions 

16 

Bronchitis 

11 

Pneumonia 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

Measles  ... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  (doubtful) 

1 

Total  . 

96 

POPULATION. 


From  intercensal  data,  I  estimate  the  population  at  the  middle 
of  1898  to  be  13,200,  and  on  this  basis  all  rates  in  the  tables 
have  been  calculated. 

Estimated  Population  in  1898  ...  13,200 

do.  do.  „  1897  ...  12,860 


Increase  ...  340 


The  natural  increase  or  excess  of  births  over  deaths  is  nearly 
the  same. 

Births  in  1898  .  556 

Deaths  in  1898  ...  ...  ...  210 


Natural  Increase  346 


The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  now  2445,  and  if 
we  average  each  house  at  5-|  inhabitants  (and  I  think  this  average 
is  under)  the  population  becomes,  in  round  numbers  13,500. 

During  the  year  41  houses  (Cottage  Class)  have  been  built. 

DEATHS. 

The  Deaths  at  all  ages  registered  were  204,  (to  which  must  be 
added,  3  male  and  3  female  occurring  out  of  the  district,  but 
belonging  thereto).  This  is  20  less  than  in  1897.  It  is  rather 
remarkable  that  male  and  female  have  occurred  in  equal  propor¬ 
tions  viz  :  105.  These  figures  give  a  death-rate  of  15 ‘8  per  1,000 
per  annum.  In  1897  the  death-rate  was  17 '8.  The  average  for 
7  years  previous  to  this  was  18 ‘6.  The  Coroner  has  held  6 
Inquests  on  deaths  from  drowning,  suicide  and  accident,  and 
there  were  also  5  uncertified  deaths. 


The  following  table  shows  deaths  as  accredited  to  the  different 
districts : 


Table  ii. 


District. 

No. 

Wombwell  proper 

137 

Wombwell  Main 

13 

Hemingfield 

15 

J  ump 

31 

Broomhill 

8 

In  Hospitals 

6 

Total  . 

210 

BIRTHS. 


There  were  registered  556  births  (male  287,  female)  269),  an 
increase  of  16  over  last  year.  This  gives  a  rate  of  42T  per  1,000 
per  annum,  the  average  for  the  preceding  7  years  being  43  6. 

The  illegitimate  births  included  in  the  above,  amount  to  21. 

ZY1TOTIC  DISEASES. 

Table  iit. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

Wombwell.  Wombwell  Main.  Hemingfield.  Jump.  Broomhill. 


Erysipelas  . . . 

6 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Scarlatina 

31 

o 

0 

2 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

10 

0 

2 

9 

3 

Puerpural  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diptheria 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

49 

0 

2 

13 

3 

Comparison. 

1896  —  166 

1897  —  85 

1898  —  69 

- 

Table  iv. 

Showing  number  of  Notifications  received  Month  by  Month  up 
to  the  31st  of  December,  1898. 


Disease. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Jim. 

July 

• 

Ang. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Diptheria  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

.  *  . 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

•) 

i 

2 

1 

1 

.  .  • 

.  .  • 

8 

8 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

2 

4 

.  •  • 

3 

6 

2 

4 

4 

3 

4 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

3 

4 

3 

6 

2 

6 

6 

2 

13 

13 

4 

7 

Total  ...  ...  69 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 


There  have  been  24  cases  during  the  year.  A  reference  to 
Table  No.  iv.  will  show  you  the  months  of  incidence,  and 
number  in  each  month,  while  Table  No.  iii.  points  out  the 
different  districts  affected.  You  will  notice  two-thirds  of  the 
cases  occurred  in  September  and  October.  They  were  attributable 


entirely  to  climatic  conditions  acting  on  the  soil, — conditions 
common  to  the  surrounding  neighbourhood.  I  may  point  out  to 
you  we  suffered  less  severely  and  during  a  shorter  time  than  these 
neighbourhoods. 

The  origin  of  the  remaining  cases  could  be  traced  to  defective 
drains,  or  accumulation  of  filth,  but  in  these  respects  there  was 
no  community  (the  houses  often  lying  widely  apart, — the  three 
cases  at  Broomhill  however  being  in  one  house)  nor  had  the}T 
community  of  food  or  milk  supply.  Jump  suffered  most  in 
proportion  to  population,  chiefly  because,  in  spite  of  our  efforts, 
the  bacilli  of  last  year’s  epidemic  had  not  been  effectually  erad¬ 
icated.  I  removed  15  of  the  cases  to  Hospital  where  3  died; 
of  the  9  remaining  at  home  4  died. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  Tables  referred  to  show  that  May  was  the  only  month 
when  this  disease  was  not  notified.  I  pursued  my  former  policy 
of  removing  to  the  Hospital,  and  this  was  accomplished  with 
considerably  less  opposition  than  formerly.  The  mortality  has 
been  low, — 2  dying  in  Hospital,  one  (doubtful)  at  home. 

MEASLES. 

The  Epidemic  at  Jump  of  this  disease,  and  which  neccessitated 
the  close  of  the  Schools  in  the  end  of  1897,  continued  into  January 
1898,  when  the  Schools  had  to  be  closed  for  2  weeks  longer. 

Excepting  a  few  isolated  cases,  there  was  no  more  of  it  till  the 
latter  months  of  the  year,  and  at  the  moment  of  writing  is  still 
prevalent.  Deaths  5. 

DIARRHCEA. 

The  long  spell  of  hot  weather  in  the  autumn  was  peculiarly 
favorable  to  this  disease,  and  an  epidemic  of  “Infantile  Diarrhoea” 
prevailed  in  August,  September  and  October,  causing  7  deaths  in 
each  month.  The  figures  in  the  death-roll  of  this  year  and  last, 
are  exactly  the  same, — 25  below  and  2  above  5  years.  In  the 
Table  of  “Infant  Mortality”,  Diarrhoea  claims  19  deaths,  but  4  of 
these  I  attribute  to  Wrong  feeding  and  not  to  a  Zymotic  cause. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  even  guess  how  many  cases  of  this 
have  occurred,  but  for  8  months  of  the  year,  it  has  been  evident, 
mildly  or  severely.  Where  no  deaths  occurred  in  1897,  10 
children  under  5  years  of  age  have  this  year  succumbed.  This 
and  diarrhoea  are  unquestionably  the  main  factors  in  our 
Zymotic  death-rate. 


SANITARY  MATTERS. 


NUISANCES : — During  1898,  192  Notices  have  been  served 
for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances. 

SCAVENGING  : — After  full  discussion  on  this  question,  it  was 
resolved  to  let  “by  contract”  the  work  at  Jump  and  Hemingfield, 
and  so  far,  the  plan  seems  to  have  answered.  Wombwell  Proper 
is  now  more  efficiently  scavenged  by  the  Council’s  own  staff. 

I  think  however,  more  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
removal  of  “House  Refuse”.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  removed 
as  rapidly  as  it  should,  and  as  the  district  enlarges,  increase  of 
staff  becomes  necessary. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  have  held  18  meetings,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  monthly  meetings,  and  have  dealt  with  many  nuis¬ 
ances,  but  especially  with  properties  which  I  have  considered  in 
an  insanitary  condition.  The  result  of  our  labours  is  becoming 
apparent,  in  the  introduction  of  W.C’s.  in  closely  confined  parts 
of  the  old  town,  and  I  most  strongly  urge  that  the  substitution 
of  these  should  be  enforced,  where  the  unseemly  privy-middens 
have  become  defective  and  insufficient.  Certain  owners  do  not 
yet  grasp  this  necessity,  nor  that  of  the  paving  of  yards,  but  as 
the  bye-laws  now  adopted  become  better  understood,  I  look  for 
more  ready  compliance.  We  have  now  in  the  district  95  W.C’s. 
(57  slop-water,  38  fresh- water.) 

Your  Committee  also  on  2  occasions  inspected  Jump  with  me 
It  still  presents  the  “Jumbled-up”  appearance  of  a  mixed  Agri¬ 
cultural  and  Colliery  Village,  with  many  buildings  of  an  antequated 
description.  There  seem  to  be  some  old  drains  in  the  place, 
which  I  hope  to  see  obliterated.  An  example  of  such  was  at 
Kitroyd,  where  occured  2  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever.  Considerable 
improvements  however  have  been  effected, — amongst  others  the 
taking  up  and  re-construction  of  136  house  drains,  and  re¬ 
building  of  14  privies  and  9  ashpits. 

AT  BROOMHILL  there  are  several  houses  with  water  in  the 
cellars,  which  I  recommend  you  to  deal  with. 

SEWERS  and  SEWAGE. 

At  various  times  complaints  have  been  made  regarding  the 
smell  of  sewer  gas,  from  the  ventilating  gratings  and  manholes, 
in  the  streets.  No  doubt  this  is  a  great  nuisance.  Last  summer, 
so  hot  and  dry,  caused  much  more  injury  to  health  in  this  respect 
than  usual.  I  would  suggest  to  you  flushing  the  sewers  as  a 
remedy.  A  system  of  “Automatic  flushing”  would  effectually 
deal  with  the  deposits  in  the  sewers  and  prevent  the  giving  off  of 
foul  effluvia. 


Before  passing  houses  as  being  fit  for  habitation.  I  should 
advise  that  all  drains  should  be  submitted  to  the  water  test,  and 
care  should  be  taken  that  they  be  disconnected  from  the  sewer  by 
a  proper  intercepting  trap,  as  provided  by  the  bye-laws  recently 
adopted. 

The  following  is  the  progress  made  in  1898  towards  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Sewage  System  : —  There  have  been  laid  7,650  yds. 
of  sewers.  Pumping  wells  have  been  made  at  the  Womb  well  and 
Hemingfield  Sewage  Farms,  and  filtering  tanks  are  being  con¬ 
structed.  The  sewage  from  the  Bromhill  and  Low  Valley  districts 
is  pumped  by  a  pump  and  engine  fixed  at  Womb  well  Sewage 
Farm  and  distributed  on  the  land. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  15  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  district.  Each 
has  been  thoroughly  inspected  during  the  year,  and  a  specification 
of  the  alterations  required  to  advance  them  to  the  standard  laid 
down  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  has  been  sent  to  each 
owner.  As  soon  as  this  has  been  accomplished,  the  application 
for  licenses  will  be  again  considered. 

One  license  to  build  a  slaughter  house  has  been  granted. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  only  5  of  these  in  the  district.  They  are  in  good 
order.  One  was  stopped  as  not  coming  up  to  the  requirements. 

WORKSHOPS. 

Are  but  few  in  number,  and  there  is  no  fault  to  find  with 
them. 

FOOD. 

1  have  not  found  any  exposed  for  sale,  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  and  MILKSHOPS. 

All  have  been  inspected,  but  there  are  none  registered. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Notwithstanding  the  deficiency  in  Rainfall,  the  Public  Water 
Supply  has  been  effective.  At  Broomhill  6  houses,  which  have 
hitherto  been  supplied  by  a  well,  are  now  supplied  from  the 
Public  mains.  I  found  the  well  had  become  polluted,  and  its 
surroundings  dangerous.  Its  use  for  domestic  purpose  was 
immediately  stopped. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

Obediently  yours, 

JOHN  N.  MILLAR,  n.B:,  n.Ch. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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